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out of five, six, even ten thousand bills, and to
do it, moreover, in such, a way that it shall be
the expression of the direct united will of five,
six, or ten thousand sections, who will each have
given a different reason for their vote. I defy any
commission to do it. It is absurd even to suppose
that this clear and simple law, when finally drafted,
would be regarded by the various sections as the
exact expression of their wishes, and as the result of
the direct self-government of the people, when such
a law is not the exact reproduction of their work.
It is just as far-fetched to imagine that this com-
mission could possibly compose, out of so many data,
the text of a clear and precise law, without exercising
a power a hundred times more irritating than that
of a legislative assembly elected by universal suffrage.
For it might happen, indeed it would almost always
happen, that, from the very fact of the multiplicity
and diversity of the data, the text of the clear and
precise law would not harmonise exactly with any of
the proposals drawn up by the majority of the sec-
tions. They would then say to the drafting com-
mission : You not only make a law quite different to
what we desired, but you have done so in the face of
our formally expressed wish to the contrary. You
are arrogant usurpers."1

Bittinghausen was deeply wounded by this biting
criticism.2   Although he believed thoroughly in his

1  Louis Blanc,  Plus   de Girondins,  quoted   by Kittinghausen,
pp. 140-42.

2  " You, Louis Blanc, the renowned writer, are the only one who
needs an explanation of my system.   The proletariat has always
understood me without the slightest effort; to them my scheme
has always appeared clear, and devoid of all superfluous or incom-